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Shanmugam is a coconut farmer in Talavady, Tamil Nadu. The flood of imported

palm oil into India has driven down the price for coconut paid to Shanmugam and

other farmers, deeply affecting their livelihoods. “Farmers are drowning in debt, and

we’re trying to survive in anyway we can,” says Shanmugam. “The coconut price is

only 4-5 Rs per nut, which is what it was 20 years ago, and we can’t even afford

to harvest or remove the coconut trees now to change to other crops because it’s too

costly.”

This year Shanmugam is selling his 7 hectare coconut farm to pay off a portion

of his debt.
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Winnie Overbeek is the international coordinator of the World Rainforest

Movement– an international network with a small secretariat in Uruguay that

supports the struggles of communities and indigenous people who depend on

tropical forests. He talked to GRAIN about his views on the Roundtable on

Sustainable Palm Oil.

GRAIN: What is the Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO)?
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GRAIN: In your experience working with communities, has the
RSPO been a solution for them? Has it helped to make palm oil
sustainable?
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